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Cop.  3  HO!f  ^^JCK  CIVILIAIT  BUTTER? 

Broadcast  "by  Ib.th  Van  Deraan,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  the  National  ?arm  and  Home  Hour, 
Tuesday,  October  12,  1943,  over  stations  associated  \^ith  the  Blue  Network. 

Many  homemakers  liave  been  asking  us  about  the  butter  situation.  Let's 
look  at  the  fa.cts.    Here  is  what  the  ?ood  Distribution  Administration  says: 

All  the  butter  we  produce  betx^reen  now  and  April  1  will  be  entirely  for 
civilia.n  use.    Until  April  first,  the  G-overnment  will  stay  out  of  the  butter  mar- 
ket completely,    We'll  produce  about  700  million  pounds  of  creamery  b^itter  in  this 
period.    Butter  mnufacturers  won't  have  to  "set  aside"  any  of  that  700  million 
pounds  for  military  or  other  war  uses.    And  of  course,  i\re  civilians  also  get  all 
the  farm  butter. 

Perhaps  you  v/onder  what  the  "set  aside"  business  is  all  a,bout;  and  v/hy, 
since  last  Eebruary,  creameries  have  had  to  "set  aside"  part  of  their  butter  each 
month  for  sale  to  the  G-ovemment, 

Here's  the  background  on  tha,t.    -/e  all  kno^^r  the  G-overnment  has  to  buy 
butter  for  the  Armed  Forces  —  the  boys  used  to  spread  the  butter  pretty  thickly 
on  their  bread  when  they  were  home,  and  they  haven't  ciianged.    The  G-overnment  also 
has  to  buy  some  butter  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Hed  Cross,  our  territories  and  the 
Russian  Army,    Perhaps  you  wonder  why  the  Government  doesn't  buy  what  it  needs 
from  month  to  month.    I'fell,  that's  what  it  used  to  do.    Maybe  you  remember  the 
freezes  on  sales  of  butter  last  November  in  35  cities  —  that  was  because  the 
Government  was  unable  to  buy  enough  to  meet  its  essential  needs  —  and  vie  civilians 
were  pretty  short  of  butter  for  a  while. 

Biitfc  this  year,  G-overnment  wa.r  agencies  followed  the  plan  of  building  up 
a  bank  of  butter  —  buying  up  stocks  of  butter  ahead  of  their  need,  in  spring  and 
summer  when  production  was  high  —  and  then  not  b^jying  at  all  in  the  winter  months 
of  low  production.    Our  Armed  Eorces  and  YDX  now  have  a  little  over  200  million 
pounds  of  creamery  butter  in  this  bank — that's  just  enough  butter  to  meet  essential 
war  needs  until  spring.    Our  ovm  soldiers,  sailors  a.nd  marines  will  get  almost 
three-fourths  of  this  "bank'  of  butter.    Between  now  and  April  first,  no  butter  will 
be  set  a.side  for  wa.r  needs,  so  that  we  civilians  will  ha.ve  a  fairly  even  supply 
throughout  the  year.     That's  been  about  100  million  pounds  a  month,    For  the  next 
six  months  we  should  average  a  bit  more. 

Cur  total  production  of  crea-mery  and  farm  butter  this  year  will  probably 
be  a  little  over  tvro  billion  pounds.    Eight  out  of  every  ten  pounds  have  been  budg- 
4yted   'Sot  civilian  use  —  that  means  we  should  average  about  13  pounds  a.piece  this 
year.     In  1941  and  1942  we  a.to  about  16  pounds  of  butter  per  xoerson.    Many  people 
have  money  to  buy  more  butter  at  the  time  the  supply  is  smaller.    Sometimes  it  that 
ma.kes  the  supply  seem  shorter  than  it  really  is. 
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